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February  2017  

Spring Lunch – 23 March 2017 at The Cricketers in Horsell at 12.30pm 

Walkers and non-walkers are welcome. 

Enjoy a 5 mile walk followed by a sociable lunch at The Cricketers. The walk will 

leave from the pub at 10.30 or just come along at 12.30 for lunch.  

Click here to see the menu. 

 

SHORT BREAK 

29 September to 2 October  2017  

The Manor House and Country Club Hotel 

OKEHAMPTON, DEVON 

This hotel is just outside Okehampton on the edge of Dartmoor 

It has an amazing array of sports facilities along with a craft centre and a spa. 

Please look at their web-site if you have not heard of it.  

There will be two guided walks of 10 and 4-5 miles out on the moor. 

Cost £260.00 approx. for 3 nights for 2 sharing 

Cost £285.00 for 3 nights for 2 singles sharing a bathroom (Family suite) 

Please contact Jane Warner and register your interest by 31 March 2017 so 

that a provisional booking can be made. (warnerjane@btinternet.com or 

info@wokingrambers.org) 

 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
http://www.baronspubs.com/cricketers/menus/
http://www.manorhousehotel.co.uk/
mailto:warnerjane@btinternet.com
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We look forward to seeing you at some/all of the above events. 

Sign up today.  

info@wokingramblers.org 

PATH MAINTENANCE: TUESDAY 11th APRIL 

We have been asked by Surrey County Council to do some work on 
Pyrford FP78 at Pyrford Green. 

It involves replacing one stile with a gate, giving vegetation (mainly brambles) a 
really severe cut back so that the path does not get overgrown, and installing a 
new waymark post. The work will take about half a day.  

Contact Brian Reader (info@wokingramblers.org) to let him know you are 
coming. We will need at least six volunteers so the more the merrier! No 
experience needed.  

Meeting Venue. Meet outside Pyrford Green House (Grid Ref TQ047588) at 
10:00. The driveway to the house is off Pyrford Road, and we have permission to 
park on it so long as we leave sufficient room for other vehicles to pass and don’t 
obstruct any gates. 

Please wear old clothes, not shorts. We have some strong gardening type gloves, 
but if you have a strong pair of your own that you like using please bring them, 
and don’t forget your waterproofs if raining or damp. Please wear strong boots, 
preferably leather.  

Surrey County Council supply all tools required for the job. We will be covered by 
SCC public liability and personal accident insurance.  

 

MIDSUMMER’S DAY SOCIAL EVENT 

Saturday 24th June      5.30 pm–9.30 pm 

Enjoy a Pot-luck Picnic Supper in Jenny’s garden.  

Please bring a dish of savouries (preferably finger or fork food) or a pudding TO 
SHARE and any alcohol you might like to drink.  

A welcome drink and soft drinks will be provided plus nibbles, bread, 
butter, cream for puddings and coffee or tea.  

Non-walking other halves most welcome.  

Please book your place by emailing info@wokingramblers.org  

 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
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CHAIRMAN’S CHATTER  

It was pleasing to see a larger attendance at our group AGM in November. Your new 

officers and committee were elected, and are 

Chair:     Brian Reader 

Secretary: 

Treasurer:    Julia Goodswen 

Membership Secretary:  Sylvia Brickwood 

Publicity Secretary:   Malcolm Brickwood  

Social Secretary:   Jane Warner 

Footpath Secretary:   Brian Reader 

Surrey Area Council:   Brian Reader 

Walks Co-ordinator   Clare Dixon 

Jenny Childs has joined the committee, and Bridget Nicholson will be our deputy for 

attending Area Council. 

Malcolm and Clare will keep an overview of our rambles programme, but there will be 

separate walks co-ordinators on a rolling month by month basis. Derek Berriman and 

Gill Reader were among the first volunteers for the role: Derek did the February 

programme, and Gill has done the March programme. 

Many thanks are due to all those who have taken on new roles; also to Jane Warner 

who has stepped down from the role of Membership Secretary. 

As ever, more volunteers are needed to lead walks. We only have a small panel of 

leaders at present. Surrey Area Council has just announced two more Walks Leaders 

courses at Wotton village hall on Saturday 20th May and Saturday 19th August – please 

see the advert later in this issue for details of how to apply for a place. 

I’ve learned that there will be a Ramblers Roadshow at Sandown Park, Esher on 

Saturday 20th May. At the time of writing, I don’t have any further details, so please 

keep an eye out for more news on this. 

I had the pleasure of meeting the new Ramblers Chief Executive, Vanessa (“Van”) 

Griffiths in December. She comes to us from National Trust Wales where she was 

Assistant Director responsible for leading the Trust’s team of volunteers and staff. I’m 

convinced she will do a superb job for us. She will need and deserve our full support. 

 

Brian. 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
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MALCOLM’S MUTTERINGS 
 

BASINGSTOKE CANAL CIRCULAR WALKS – BROCHURE UPDATE 

In the last newsletter I mentioned that The Basingstoke Canal Society, who generously 

provided us a space at the Woking Canal Festival, asked if The Ramblers would assist 

in updating a walk booklet believed to originate from the early 1990’s Circular Rambles 

on the Basingstoke Canal, in which The Ramblers had a hand.  

 

We embarked on this in partnership with North Hampshire Downs Ramblers and have 

also been assisted by a member of North East Hampshire Ramblers. All thirteen walks 

in the original booklet have now been walked, updated and check walked a second time 

by another one of our dedicated walk leaders. Revisions take into account everything 

from minor items like stiles before! 

 

Information for map revisions plus updated text is now complete and final layout by 

Basingstoke Canal Society is underway. The goal is to have the revised booklet 

published by early summer. Without the help of the walk leaders and the other 

Ramblers groups, this would have been a daunting task, so a big Thank You to 

everyone who has helped with this initiative. 

 

PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

Events: Following our success at the Woking Canal Festival last year, we’ve identified a 

couple of candidate opportunities for this summer and are actively pursuing them. 

Please watch our website for further details.  

Press: We had a short article printed in the February Edition of Round & About 

Woking/Chobham magazine, which is distributed free to households in the local area. 

See Ramblings and Local Happenings on page-5. Details of all walks are now being 

provided to the Woking News and Mail newspaper for inclusion in their publication. 

Internet: Walks that start in the Borough of Woking are now published at the Celebrate 

Woking events calendar. We know this works because of the success that another 

organization has had. Did you know that we have a simplified URL for our own website: 

www.wokingramblers.org  

 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/bcs/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Circular-Rambles-on-the-Basingstoke-Canal.pdf
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/bcs/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Circular-Rambles-on-the-Basingstoke-Canal.pdf
http://www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk/
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/group-finder/areas/hampshire/groups/north-east-hants/north-east-hampshire-group.aspx
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/
http://www.roundandabout.co.uk/gu22-24
http://www.roundandabout.co.uk/gu22-24
http://www.wokingnewsandmail.co.uk/
http://www.celebratewoking.info/events
http://www.celebratewoking.info/events
http://www.wokingramblers.org/
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SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITIES 

Facebook: We now have 19 posts on our timeline and several members have engaged 

with likes and comments, which are both much appreciated. If you have anything that 

we could leverage from a walk, either completed or upcoming, please let me know and 

I’ll take care of it for you. Please help to raise our profile with likes and link to your own 

and/or friends’ and family Facebook pages. 

Twitter: We have 36 tweets and have 58 followers. A recent tweet was re-tweeted to at 

least 15,000 others, something we could never accomplish without social media. Aside 

from individual followers we have many relevant organizations following us including: 

WalkWoking, Celebrate Woking, iFootpath, The Long Distance Walkers Association, 

Woking RT, Tour de Trigs, Wey & Arun Canal, Basingstoke Canal Authority, Just Walk, 

and of course The Ramblers GB. Please explore and follow our Twitter page, and 

encourage interested family and friends to do the same and don’t feel shy about re-

tweeting. 

 

You can find Woking Ramblers at: 

Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/wokingramblers 

Twitter – https://twitter.com/wokingramblers 

 

NEW TRACKER TEAM 

We now have a small walk tracker team who monitor the upcoming walks to ensure 

that we always have a minimum of three weeks confirmed weekday and weekend 

walks and escalate if required. If you’d like to join and help by monitoring for a 30-day 

period every few months, please send an email to info@wokingramblers.org or contact 

me, or any committee member direct. 

 

TIPS ‘N TRICKS 

Car Share: If you were unclear about how car share information is shown in the new 

system, just look for Meeting point. If it’s not shown it’s because there is no car share 

arranged for the walk. Starting point refers to the location that the walk sets off from. 

Event Calendar: A new handy 12-month calendar view is now available. Just click on 

Year in the toolbar at the top right of the calendar screen. 

Table of walks: The website will have the most up to date information, so I always 

encourage web first. However, a periodically updated list of walks is available by 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
https://www.facebook.com/WokingRamblers
https://twitter.com/wokingramblers
mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
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clicking Printable Walk Programme our website home page. To print a current list in 

either text or table format: 

Ensure that the green Our group walks box on the right of our home page is expanded 

and click on More Walks 

Near the top of the new page, select Search criteria, enable the Group walks tab and 

set Results per Page to (10/20/50) as you prefer 

o Scroll down to the bottom of the new page and click on either Print text 
or Print table. Remember to set your printer driver to landscape for the 
table version! 

 

Get involved – 

Malcolm 

NEW SOCIAL MEDIA ACTIVITY 

To help increase visibility for our group and promote recruitment of new members, we 

now have an active Woking Ramblers social media presence on both Facebook and 

Twitter. 

There was a time when some, considered social media as a passing fad – something for 

kids. However, the sceptics were proved wrong and today there are billions of active 

social media accounts across a wide range of demographics. Social media is no longer 

optional and to ensure the long-term success of our group we need to engage too. 

Please explore our Facebook and Twitter pages, and tell all your friends about them 

too. On Facebook give us ‘likes’ and link to your own and/or friends’ and family 

Facebook pages. Follow us on Twitter and please encourage interested family and 

friends to do the same and retweet too. 

You can find Woking Ramblers at: 

 Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/WokingRamblers 
 Twitter – https://twitter.com/wokingramblers 

 

BASINGSTOKE CANAL CIRCULAR WALKS – BROCHURE UPDATE 

The Basingstoke Canal Society, who so generously provided us a space at the Woking 

Canal Festival, has asked if The Ramblers would review and provide information to 

enable the update to an old booklet Circular Rambles on the Basingstoke Canal, in 

which The Ramblers had a hand many years ago. There’s no date on the original 

booklet but from the phone number shown we believe it to be more than twenty years 

old. 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
https://www.facebook.com/WokingRamblers
https://twitter.com/wokingramblers
http://www.basingstoke-canal.org.uk/bcs/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Circular-Rambles-on-the-Basingstoke-Canal.pdf
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We're of course very pleased to assist in this worthwhile initiative and have grasped 

this opportunity. We’ve set up a virtual team in collaboration with North Hampshire 

Downs (NHD) Ramblers and are working through a set of 13 circular reconnaissance 

walks throughout October and November supported by a number of walk leaders and 

regular walkers. If you too would like to be involved in this fun activity or a second 

phase, please send an email to info@wokingramblers.org or contact any committee 

member.  

The updated version of this booklet will be published by, Basingstoke Canal Society. 

The Ramblers will be attributed. 

SYLVIA’S SCRIBBLES 

MEMBERSHIP – UPDATE 

Since taking on the role of Membership Secretary in November, Woking Ramblers walk 

leaders have offered 36 walks, totalling 188 miles of led walks up to 10th February. 

Well done to those Woking group members who have between them walked a total of 

1,113 miles since the beginning of November! In addition, 34 visitors from other 

Ramblers groups joined us and 12 non-Rambler guests found their way to our website 

to join our walks.  

On behalf of the committee, I would like to extend a warm welcome to the three new 

members who have recently joined our group. I hope you are finding the walks 

interesting and fun. If you have any walks that you would like us to offer, then please 

let one of the walk leaders know so that you can either lead it yourself, or have one our 

leaders help. 

Although we gained three new members, for various reasons, four retired from the 

group. Please help us recruit new members. 

Go walking - Sylvia 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
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DISCOUNTS 

Also, a reminder that you can get discounts at several local outdoor shops:  

Cotswold, Guildford or Kingston   

Snow & Rock, Chertsey. 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER 

The newsletter is open to contributions from everyone. If you would like to share any 

walking experiences, we would be pleased to include them. Please send to Jane Warner 

at  info@wokingramblers.org. 

 

Copy date for next newsletter: 11 May 2017 

 

 

 

 

The Ramblers Association is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. 

Company registration number: 4458492. Registered charity in England and Wales number: 

1093577. Registered office: 2nd floor, Camelford House. 87-90 Albert Embankment, London 

SE1 7TW. 

Weekend Walks Leaders 

Our walks programme is suffering due to a lack of leaders. 

To sustain our walks programme, we need more leaders, particularly for the 

weekends. Help, advice and training is readily available from our experienced 

leaders. 

Call Clare on 07864 663502 or email info@wokingramblers.org 

mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
mailto:info@wokingramblers.org
mailto:info@wokingramblers.org

